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Week of April 20, 1981 
STATEMENT BY LABOR SECRETARY DONOVAN 
ON THE PRESIDENT'S AUTO PROGRAM 
WASHINGTON: Following is a statement by Secretary of Labor Raymond J. Donovan 


on the President's auto program: 


I strongly support the program announced by the President to aid the auto 
industry - especially the elimination of needless rules. and regulations which 
strangle our productivity and which reach the consumer in the form of higher 
prices. 

As the President has pointed out, the Economic Revitalization Program wil] 
be the keystone of our efforts to aid the auto industry. As a part of that pro- 
gram, the Department of Labor will continue identifying those areas in which re- 
ductions in Federal regulations will allow American workers to increase their 
productivity. However, the Department will take no actions which would endanger 
the health or well-being of our workers. 

In addition, the Department of Labor, through its existing programs in the 
training and employment areas, proposes to provide increased assistance with re- 
location and retraining for those workers who are displaced by changing trade or 
technological considerations, making whatever revisions are required. 


In short, the Labor Department wil] fulfill its traditional] role: Working 


with American workers to increase their effectiveness, providing support and 


assistance to workers in a changing job market and, most importantly, guarding 
the physical, mental and economic well-being of American workers. 


# # # 
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DONOVAN CITES IMPORTANCE OF PRIVATE SECTOR JOBS 

WASHINGTON -- President Reagan's economic program will offer each American 
worker a chance "to earn what he can and to keep what he earns," Secretary of 
Labor Raymond J. Donovan said in addressing an international training conference 


here. 


But, Donovan said at the opening session of the CINTERFOR--Inter-American 
Center for Research and Documentation on Vocational Trainina-- conference: 

"Part of this effort will require a change in attitudes away from the government 
and towards the private sector. This change will affect many of our programs, 

including those that provide skills training to our workers." 

Even though the direction of U.S. job training programs is being changed, 

Donovan emphasized, "we will not be changing the goal, which is to ensure an able, 
educated, skilled working ponulation ready to meet the needs of industry and our 
economy." 

Donovan urged that the International Labor Organization (ILO) decentralize. 
its programs more than it has and rely more on regional training organizations such 

as CINTERFOR. 

The United States also supports the establishment of a regional training program 
in the Caribbean, he said. 


Pointing out that the U.S. left the ILO in 1977 because “excessive and extraneous 


political issues" were compromising its ability to carry out its technical work 


effectively, Donovan added that this country, nevertheless, continued and expanded 


its support for CINTERFOR. 


Now returned to the ILO, the U.S. will continue to demand effective support for 


ILO technical programs, Donovan said. 
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Last month at the 215th session of the ILO Governing Body in Geneva, the U.S. 
government representative proposed that the ILO increase its support for CINTERFOR 
and suggested that it would provide a “real world" approach to training issues, 


according to Donovan. 


"It is through such regional organizations that the real work of the ILO can 


most effectively be accomplished," Donovan said. "And nowhere is the need for effective 


assistance greater than in helping the poor to help themselves.” 


Donovan said it was the first international conference he had addressed as 
Secretary. 

Assistant Secretary for Employmert and Training Albert Angrisani was named 
chairman of the annual conference. 

"One of my highest priorities in the coming months." he said, "will be to 
increase the effectiveness of the employment and training programs we administer 
for unemployed workers in this country." 

Angrisani said the Reagan Administration would "upgrade the role of training" 


in these programs and “reverse the past reliance on temporary public sector jobs 
as a solution to unemployment. " 
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STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA UNEMPLOYMENT: FEBRUARY 1981 


WASHINGTON -- Higher unemployment rates were reported in 
February 1981 than in February 1980 in 47 states and the District 
of Columbia, according to preliminary estimates released by the 
U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Thirty-two states had increases of 1.0 percentage point or more, 
including seven where increases were 2.0 percentage points or more. 

Unemployment rates were 8.5 percent or higher in 18 states in 
February 1981, compared with five states a year before. 

These state data are not adjusted for seasonal variation. 

The unadjusted national unemployment rate for February 198] was 
8.0 percent, 1.2 percentage points higher than in February 1980. 


States 

States with rate increases of 2.0 percentage points or more included 
Delaware, Michigan, Ohio, Oregon, South Carolina, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 
All except South Carolina and Wisconsin had unemployment rates of 10 percent or 
more in February. Alaska, where the rate was about the sane as a year earlier, 
and Kentucky, where the raté was 1.2 percentage points higher, also had races of 
10 percent or more in February. A year earlier, only Alaska and Michigan 
reported rates this high. 

By contrast, for the second month in a row, no State had an unenployment 
trate below 4.5 percent. [In February 1980, five States had rates below 4-5 
percent. 

Employment declines in construction and durable and nondurable goods 
manufacturing affected almost all of the seven States with large over-the-~yvear 
unemployment rate increases. Smaller declines in transportation and public 
utilities and wholesale and retail trade also affected most of these States, 


especially Michigan and Ohio. 
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The February unemployment rate increase in Delaware was the first over-the- 
year change in excess of 1.0 percentage point in this State in more than 12 
months, as employment in transportation equipment manufacturing was substan- 


tially reduced from the year-ago level following many months of stability. In 


Oregon, the unemployment rate also rose more sharply than in recent months (2.9 


percentage points in February 1981 compared with 1.0 to 2.0 points during the 
previous 6 months). In addition to the continuing slump in the lumber and wood 
products sector in Oregon, there was a short-term layoff in instruments and 
related products. Ohio's rate also continued to be about 3.0 points above the 
year-ago rate. Conversely, in Michigan, unemployment rate increases slowed 
considerably. Michigan's rise was less than 3.0 points in February for the 
second consecutive month, below the 5.0 to 7.0 percentage point rises during the 
summer and fall. 
Metropolitan Areas 

Unemployment rates increased by 1.0 percentage point or more from February 
1980 to February 1981 in 117 of the 220 metropolitan areas for which data were 
reported for both periods, with increases of at least 2-0 percentage points in 
45 of these areas. The unemployment rate rose by more than 5-0 percentage 
points in Kenosha and Racine, Wisconsin, Muskegon, Michigan, and Youngstown- 
Warren, Ohiso, as employment in durable goods industries continued to decline. 

Unemployment rate decreases of 1.0 percentage point or more from a year 
earlier were reported in five areas. The largest decrease was in Janesville- 
Beloit, Wisconsin (5.4 percentage points), reflecting recovery in transportation 
equipment manufacturing from large Layoffs a year before. There were 83 areas 
with unemployment rates of 8.5 percent or more in February 1981, double the 
number a year earlier. By contrast, 12 areas had relatively low unemployment 
rates (below 4.5 percent) in February 1981, about half the number of low 


unemployment areas reported in February 1980. 


# # # 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


In 1862, the "Molly Maguires," a secret society of Irish miners in the 
anthracite fields, first came to public attention. The "Mollies" were charged 
with acts of terrorism against mine bosses. They went out of existence in 1876, 
when 14 of their leaders were imprisoned and 10 were executed, according to 
"Important Events in American Labor History," a publication of the U.S. Department 


of Labor. 


# # # 

In 1909 a 2-month strike of the International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union (AFL) 
was settled by providing preferential union hiring, a board of grievances and a board 
of arbitration. This laid the foundation for the impartial chairman method of 
settling labor disputes, according to a publication of the U.S. Department of 


Labor. 


# # # 
In 1920, the Women's Bureau was established in the Department of Labor by an 
act of Congress, according to "Important Events in American Labor History,” a 


publication of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


# # # 
The LaFollette Seamen's Act was approved in 1915. It regulated conditions 
of employment for maritime workers, according to a publication of the U.S. 


Department of Labor, "Important Events in American Labor History." 


# # # 
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